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County Office Message

Greetings Lincoln County farmers and ranchers! While wrapping up harvests and
bringing home cattle, be sure to notify the office if you are experiencing any loss-
es. If you have a loss on your crops, you must report those losses to this office
within 15 days of when the loss is apparent.

U

coming Deadlines/Important Dates

September 11- CFAP Application Deadline
September 30- PLC Yield Update Deadline
October 12— Columbus Day-— Office Closed

Text WYLincoln to FSANOW (372669) to subscribe for text alerts from Lincoln
County FSA for deadline reminders.

September 2020
Farm Operating Loans — o
Direct 1.250%
Farm Ownership Loans —
Direct 2.250%
Farm Ownership Loans — o
Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Emergency Loans 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility
Loans 0.500%
(7 years)
Commodity Loans 1996- 1.125%

Present

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Inprovement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a new annual survey
of farmers, ranchers and private forestland owners. The survey will help USDA un-
derstand what it is doing well and where improvements are needed, specifically at
the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and
Risk Management Agency (RMA).

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the next few weeks,
but all farmers are encouraged to take the survey at farmers.gov/survey.

This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It requires High Impact
Service Provider agencies across the federal government, including FSA and NRCS,
to conduct annual surveys to measure and respond to areas needing improve-
ment.

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 minutes to com-
plete. Responses are confidential, and individual responses will be aggregated. The
survey will be open for at least six weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a
30% response rate.

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001,

extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help you build
or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as

= whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for

: cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs,

: and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities
* include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

: Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may
: require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a di-
verse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food
and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/
pricesupport.

Supervised Credit from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a commercial lender, FSA loans
are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is
available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will advise borrowers on devel-
oping strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the
success of their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you
achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

L
FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

= The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve Pro-
= gram (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land
: from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-
: term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife

: habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

= Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can be enrolled in
= CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead

= they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment
= levels do not exceed the statutory cap.
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USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for Organic Certification

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for federal funds to assist with
the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP).
Applications for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or main-
taining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers
or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share
reimbursement include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement require-
ments, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Changes in Reimbursement

Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA revised the reimbursement amount through fiscal year 2023.
Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic op-
eration’s eligible expenses, up to a maximum of $S500 per scope.

This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and will allow a larger number of certified organic operations
to receive assistance. If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may provide additional assistance to certified operations
that have applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75 percent of their eligible costs, up to $750 per scope.

The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment amount are applicable to all certified organic operations,
regardless of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a participating state agency. State agencies that are inter-
ested in overseeing reimbursements to producers and handlers in their states must establish new agreements with FSA for
fiscal 2020.

Opportunities for State Agencies

Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state agencies to apply for grant agreements to administer the OC-
CSP program in fiscal 2020. State agencies that establish agreements for fiscal 2020 may be able to extend their agreements
and receive additional funds to administer the program in future years.

FSA has not yet determined whether an additional application period will be announced for later years for state agencies
that choose not to participate in fiscal 2020. States that would like to administer OCCSP for future years are encouraged to
establish an agreement for 2020 to ensure that they will be able to continue to participate.

FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year 2020 funding for cost-share assistance from Aug. 10, 2020
through Sept. 9, 2020.

State Agencies must submit the Application for Federal Assistance (Standard Form 424 and 424B) electronically via
Grants.gov, the Federal grants website, at http://www.grants.gov.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the notice of funds availability
on the Federal Register, or contact the FSA county office at your local USDA Service Center.

To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.
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USDA Farm Service Agency
Lincoln County Office

PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's Office to determine if
there are liens against the Seller of the product. If a lien is found you are required to place the lien holders name on the
check as well as that of the Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for
feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops. Failure to place the lien holder's name on the
check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product. Protect yourself as a Buyer! You
may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).




